


What is conversation?

® Spoken
® Spontaneous

® Shared context




The 4 Skills

® |n Japanese schools and universities, what
percentage of time is spent focusing on
each of the 4 skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing) in English language classes!?
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Problems with speaking
activities

Students are often shy to speak in English
Students are worried about making mistakes

Students feel that they have nothing to say

Slnce only one person can talk at a time, each
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Band descriptors for
IELTS speaking exam

e Band 6: Generally communicates effectively on
general topics and other matters relevant to own
immediate academic, vocational or leisure
interests. Can use complex sentence forms and a
wide range of modifiers, connectives, and cohesive
features to convey most meanings fairly precisely
though errors in grammar and vocabulary may
occur and occasionally interfere with
communication. Is generally able to use

circumlocution to cover gaps in vocabulary &
structure.



Band descriptors for
IELTS speaking exam

e Band 3: Can convey only simple meaning on very
familiar topics. Can answer simple questions &
respond to simple statements. Has only limited
ability to take the initiative with original statements
& questions. Basic sentence forms appear to be
used though grammatical errors are numerous
except in memorised utterances. Essentially no
ability to link sentences or use modifiers. Frequent
pauses may occur as the candidate searches for
words. Pronunciation is likely to be strongly
influenced by the LI and to significantly impede
communication.



Designing successful
speaking activities

® You are going to try out 2 speaking
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Task |: Discussion
Question
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® What are the effects of oil pollution on the
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Balloon debate

Task 2
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Designing successful
speaking activities

® Use pair/group work

® Base activities on easy language (productive
capability is lower than receptive capability)

® Pre-teach any essential vocabulary

4 . . . ey &0 R bttt [ ] . » ’ LA | A .t e it h - o aneeld [ ] N
282 507, W e W g &2 v L o o PN N A= | Ry Y 1 mdmp o ! f s S oy . S J
X TS ST R B by AT ST DA ™ Y 2 Y o = N A W i w Ve P 2.5 b N s M TR EN TN INED 1 2y L X . - -
13 ¥ NSRS 0 p i e AN Y D £ X [ & R ?\ AV /] &Ko al 8 @& T o @ 1 " [
e N A \ ar k] R N e ¢ - E e | AR & 11 - | EEmew [ = ] b [l 4]
9 CHOOSC LOPICS LlidUl W SUHTIUIALC ICalTICiS 1L :
b P SN e e T K . Ly "y e =Rk R R o R ¥




Problems with group
work




Problems with group
work




Types of speaking
activities

® Roleplays or simulations

® |nformation gaps

® Presentations or speeches




Types of speaking
activities
® Roleplays or simulations (8, 14)

® |nformation gaps (2,4,8,9, 12, |3)

® Presentations or speeches (6)
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Types of speaking
activities

® Which types of speaking activities are




Approaches to teaching
conversation




Approaches to teaching
conversation

¢ Indirect approach: Uses communicative
activities to generate conversational
interaction
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WWhy use a direct
approach to teaching
conversation?




Conversational
Features

® Topic shift (tennis vs. ten-pin bowling)

® Opening up or closing down conversation

® Register (formal vs. informal)




Conclusions

® Casual conversation is an essential part of human
behavior: “[...] despite its sometimes aimless
appearance and apparently trivial content, casual
conversation is, in fact, a highly structured,
functionally motivated, semantic activity. Motivated
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Conclusions

® Conversation skills are often undervalued in the
Japanese education system

It is possible to develop students’ speaking skills
with appropriate task design and classroom
Eeiaena MANAZCINCHL .
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